Finally! Trout season opens Saturday

I wanna go fishin'! T haven’t been able to
get in enough open water fishing vet, after our
long hard winter and I'm getting a bit imitable.
BEven though the coves on the Connecticul
River arc open and the trout pond al the Meri-
den Roed and Gon
Club is open for ils
members, ['m - still
hortin' for certain.

But all of that is go-
ing to end pretty soom
because we are 00w
on the countdown o
wards opening day of
trout season  which
will be 6 a.m. on Sat-
urday. The Depan-
ment of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEFP)
has announced  that
500,000 trout will be
stocked  throughout
the state in time for Opening Day.

Historically, early March marks the begin-
ning of the rout stocking season for the DEF
Inl:md Fisheries Division. This vear, because
of the freezing temperalures, snowstorms and
up Lo 30 inches of ice cover on the state’s lakes
and ponds, the task has become even more
challenging.

The DEP has scheduled 230 guckloads of
trout to be distributed throughout the state be-
fare Oipening Day.

The DEP anticipates that 60,000 brook
trout, 260,000 brown trout and 172,000 rain-
bow trout will be stocked prior to Opening
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Day. Additionally, 800 tiger trout (brown

trout/brook trout hybrids), 18,000 larger than
average rainbow trout and 1,500 wophy-sized
trout (up to len pounds each) will be released.
These trout will be distributed 10 86 lakes and
ponds and 200 rivers and streams throughout
Connecticul.

COpening Day of wout season in Connecti-
cut. It doesn’t get any betier than that! While
many states have just abount eliminated Open-
ing Day trout seasons, thankfully it still re-
mains a tradition for many Connecticul fisher-
men.

There 15 a mystioue about Opening Dav. a

promise of good things o come. While spring
officially began back in March, the Opening
day of trout season in Connecticul thal seem-
ingly fires up thoughts of spring for many fish-
ermen. Of course il goes withoul saying thai
by having an Opening Day for trout, they will
have the best chance of the season for catching
trout. On Opeming Day. all fishermen are
equal.

Come Opening Day, jost about evervone
has a special place to fish. Some fimd that pond
or lake fishing from & boat is just the thing,
and they do come away with some excellent
catches,

However, il you are going to fish from a
boat on Opening Day, make sure you get there
early enough w be on the water before the 6
am. starting time. One year 1 thought 'd try
something different and launch af the state

ramp on Gardner Lake for opening day. Big

mistake! Even though | got theee about 5 am.,
the line of vehicles was out into the siréet as
anxious anglers josuted for a spot 1o lannch
their crafis. Many of them carried their carlop
boats into the launch area. [t was about 7 am.
before | even got my boat in the water.

Like [ said, every fisherman has o “hot

spal” fishing hole for Opening Day and for
those of you that don’t, T try ta come up with
spme names that will mavbe help you select a
spol.

Of course our own Black Pond is one of the

hottest spots in our area, and while it no longer |

has it's Black Pond Boal Livery ron for years
by the affable Eddie Holmes and his family.
cartop boats will still be covering much of the
pond when the season officially opens and

with good reason. Black Pond does receive |

soime  gengrous stockings of trout althoogh
over the last couple of years many of the trout
have been rather small.

Just over the ridge at Black Pond, many an-

glers will find the trout they are looking far in
the waters of the Coginchaug River. The
Coginchaug, the only north flowing river that [

know of in Connecticut, scems 1o handle the

trout fishermen that seek its speckled treasares
guite efficiently. and it will come as no sur-
prize to this wriler 10 see one or town monster
brood stock trout come oul of iis walers.
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While quite smali for a river, the Coginchaug
is really a nice river to fish, but don’t bother

| fishing it if you arc onc of those fishermen

wha casts for distance because you will be los-
ing quite a few lures. Pick a pool, cast short
and fish il thozoughly.

Another area favorite is Wharton Brook
State Park on the Wallingford/MNorth Have
town line. But keep in mund that Wharton
Brook is now a Tront Pack (one of many now
in Connecticot). A Trout Park means that you
mﬂ}f; only keep two troul per day when fishing
in them. While it is still questionable m some
aspects, last year il appeared to sapply some
decent fizhing for fishermen who simply want-
ed o catch a trout or two for lunch. T fished
Wharton Brock a couple of times and while |

caught fish the only complaints [ had were that

the trout were quite small and there were an
awiul lot of dead oout laying around as fisher-
men tried to “high-grade” (return a smaller
one that was on a stringer for a larger trout)
their two-troul limt, It is wanton waste and [
don’t Kiow how they will solve thal problem.

Baldwin’s Pond right here in Meriden is a
good spot to bring the kids and land some
trout. And of course there’s my ofd friend the
Cloinnipiac River which has seen some highs
and lows over the years as a trout streame. AT
this moment the trout fishing should be the
hest that it has been in years.

First off, the state stocks the Cuimnipiac
River quite heavily, and then the Quinnipiac
River Watershed Association with the help of
the L. Suzio Companies of Meriden also does
a pre-season stocking that serves up some real-
ly nice sized trout and some of them even car-
v prizes that allow fishermen to reap a double
reward for the troul that they catch.

Last year however, while the trout wers

stocked by the QWRA between Red Bridge |

and Carpenter’s Dan in the upper river and
then from the Oak Street Bridge in Yalesville
all the way down to the Quinnipiac Bridge in
Wallingtord, not too many were caught in the

early part of the season and chances are quite |

good that there should be some nice holdover
trout lurking somewhere along the Quinnipiac
River.

And speaking of the QRWA troul stocking,

trout chairmen Ben Bryda and Pete Picone arg
going to nead some help with their tront stock-
ing this Wednesday, stocking the Quinnipiac
from Red Bridge up to Carpénter’s Dam, The
stocking will start al 5 p.m. at Red Bridge
(now Menden Lion’s Club Park) and proceed
ppriver. Bring along the Kids, they'll have a
hall. And then on Thursday, Ben Bryda will
need help stocking the Quinnipiac River from
Dak Strect Bridge (Pragemann Park) and vari-
ous spots all the way down o the Quinnipiac
Street Bridge in Wallingford. For the Walling-
ford stocking meet al the back parking lot of
the J River Bar & Grill (the old Britannia
Spoom) on the corner of routes 150 & 68. Bry-

| da tells me he will be pulting in an extraordi-

nary number of golden trout this vear,

Tackle shops set Lo go: Lt goes without say-
ing that all of your local bait and tackle shops
are fully stocked and wailing for the invasion
of last minute purchasers of fishing tackle and
bail. B.).'s Bait and Tackle on the comer of
Anp and Broad Street in Meriden will be apen
all night prior to the 6 am. opening Saturday
and will featne sandwiches, coffee and a troul
contest. Call 203-634-3474 (FISH) Tor infor-
ration. J

Vennie ai the Fishin' Factory on Route 322
(the old Meriden/Waterbury Road) in
Southington says that she is over-stocked with
tackle and the siore will feature donots and
coffee, a trout contest and they will be open all
aight. You can call 860-621-8145 for more de-
Lails. :

Uncle B's on North Colony Street (Roule 3
next to Friendly's) in Wallingford is also open
all night for the Opening Day and will featuré
8 troul contest, coffee and cookics. Call 203-
264-1180 for more mlormation.

For those fishing the lower Quinnipiac Riv-

| er, New England Outfitters and Range Center

on Quinnipiac Street, abuts the river and you
can get more information on what they will be
doing by calling 203-254-9999,

Hev see va' ab the trout stockings. God
Bless America, and pray that he protects our
troaps. There's no place else 1'd rather live
than in America the beautiful! See ya'.



